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A quantitative analysis of demand for tractorsin
India

Hl VANUSHA BAREGAL AND D.K. GROVER

SUMMARY : Indiaisanagricultural country. Higher productivity and greater output are the two major
contributionsin farm mechani zation of any country. Tractorsform anintegral part of farm mechanization
and have acrucial roleto play in increasing agricultural productivity. The secondary datarequired for
the study during the period 1974-75 to 2011-12 was collected mainly from Statistical Abstract of Punjab
and Statistical Abstract of India. The study was carried out by employing tabulation with the compound
growth rates and regression analysis for determining the factors responsible for increasing demand of
tractorsin the country. The analysis of annual compound growth rate of tractorsin India showed that
the growth ratewas 12.55 per cent during Period | (1974-75t01994-95) and it declined to 6.24 per cent in
Period Il (1995-96 to 2010-11). Theregression analysisindicated that in theinitial period (during 1974-
7510 1994-95) and overall period (1974-75to0 2010-11) of tractorisation, areaunder highyielding variety
and gross irrigated area were significant factors determining the demand for tractors in the country.
But, of late, during (1995-96 to 2010-11) social factors involved in owning tractor came out to be
important variable.
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